M&A Breaking News: Regional
Antitrust Enforcer Aligns Merger Rule
with European Union Principles
11 February 2021

February 17th, 2021: TODAY, the COMESA
Competition Commission (“Commission”)
released the following statement, wishing “to
inform the general public that the tenure of office
of Dr George Lipimile who was the Director and
Chief Executive Officer of the Commission for the
past ten years, came to an end on 31st January
2021.
Dr Lipimile was appointed by the COMESA Council of
Ministers as the first Director and Chief Executive
Officer of the Commission in February 2011. He
served in this capacity at the Commission for ten years
during which time he played a pivotal role in the
establishment of the Commission as the first fully
operational regional competition authority in Africa and
the second fully functional regional competition
authority in the world after the European Commission.
Dr Lipimile tirelessly worked towards the enforcement
of the COMESA Competition Regulations and Rules.
He dedicated his time at the Commission in
strengthening the institution with but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•

Growth in its staff compliment;
Creating sound legal framework;
Processes and Procedures for enforcement of
the Regulations;
Advocacy and technical assistance to
COMESA Member States; and
Setting up the necessary corporate
governance systems.

Further, the Commission wishes to announce to the
general public that Dr Willard Mwemba has been
appointed as the Acting Director and Chief Executive
Officer of the Commission from 1st February 2021 until
such time the substantive Director of the Commission
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is recruited. The Commission wishes to congratulate
Dr Mwemba on his appointment as the Acting Director
and Chief Executive Officer of the Commission.
Andreas Stargard, a Primerio competition lawyer who
knows both men from having notified transactions to
the CCC as well as socially, says that “an era is now
concluded — namely the ‘Genesis Era’ of the CCC, as
George was its very first, and thus formative, leader.
That said, I am deeply assured by the appointment of
Dr. Mwemba to his post as acting Director, as he is of
utmost competence and I have no doubt will guide the
Commission in the right direction in this new ‘CCC 2.0
Era’ after Dr. Lipimile’s departure.”

