Africa legal
advice, with
a global
perspective
Primerio is a pan-African boutique
law ﬁrm with a team of experienced
competition law practitioners, former
regulators and economists, offering
highly regarded counsel to clients
across the African continent.
www.primerio.international
info@primerio.international
+27 (0)11 083 2411
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Africa Presence

With our on-the-ground
presence and strategically
positioned regional hubs across
the continent, Primerio’s legal
practitioners work intimately
with our clients to navigate
the legal landscapes to
deliver commercially
oriented legal
advice and
counseling.
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Awards

About Primerio
Members of the Primerio team have
consistently been recognised by Best
Lawyers in the areas of Competition law
both in South Africa and Nigeria.
Director, John Oxenham, has been
consistently recognised by Chambers
and Partners as a leading lawyer in South
African Competition / Antitrust.
Director, John Oxenham, and MichaelJames Currie have been recognised by
Who’s Who Legal as a leading lawyers.
Primerio was recognised by the
Corporate INTL Global Awards as the
Competition Law Firm of the Year in
South Africa for 2022.
Primerio was recognised by Global Law
Experts the Competition Law Firm of the
Year in South Africa for 2022.
In-Country Partner, Gilbert Noël has
been recognised by IFLR 1000 as a
highly regarded and leading lawyer in
banking disputes, insolvency, M&A and
restructuring

Primerio was recognised by Legal.
Powerlist as the Competition Law Firm
of the Year in Nigeria for 2022 as well as
the Competition Law Firm of the Year in
South Africa 2022.
Members of Primerio’s team were
recognised by the Global Competition
Review in 2018 as having concluded the
“Deal of the Year” in relation to Bayer AG’s
acquisition of Monsanto.
Director, John Oxenham, has been
recognised as a leading Competition and
Antitrust Lawyer in South Africa by Expert
Guides in 2020.
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Our team provides experienced and focused counsel on an array of commercial and
legal issues commonly faced by the foreign newcomer as well as by established African
corporations faced with the challenge of complying with strict regulatory regimes,
information requests, and compliance obligations.
Our business advisory practice has over 60 years of combined legal and commercial
expertise, including regulatory compliance, litigation and arbitration, M&A, cartel
counselling, antitrust/competition law, anti-money-laundering, anti-corruption/FCPA and
fraud investigations.
We are present in key jurisdictions in Africa, including South Africa, Kenya, Nigeria,
Ghana, Egypt, Cameroon, Zambia, Mauritius, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Namibia and Zimbabwe, as well as in the EU and the U.S. We are ﬂuent in English,
German, Russian, French, Dutch, Portuguese, Afrikaans, Swahili and Kikuyu.
Primerio’s team includes experienced external competition law practitioners, economists,
former regulators and a vibrant team of junior lawyers.
We believe that diversity instills creativity and we celebrate our diversity. We believe it
is a major strength to have a team of lawyers from diverse cultures, linguistic and legal
backgrounds with local and international experience. This helps the Primerio team retain
its heritage as a truly African ﬁrm focused on Africa.

Our Services
Competition Law and Antitrust
We handle all types of competition law matters from cross border merger ﬁlings to
highly complex and cutting-edge precedent setting abuse of dominance cases. We
have advised several multinationals in all areas of competition law including follow-on
damages, exemption applications and general counselling and compliance.

Anti-fraud and Corruption, Cross Border Commercial Disputes and Asset Recovery
Our team at Primerio is intimately familiar with the primary anti-corruption; anti-bribery
and anti-money laundering legislation, both domestically and abroad, including the
Prevention and Combating of Corrupt Practices Act, Foreign Corrupt Bribery Act, UK
Bribery Act; Prevention of Organized Crime Act.
We have also counselled several corporations and individuals ranging from compliance
to sophisticated investigations, appearing before Commissions of Inquiry, conducting
forensic audits and defending criminal investigations on behalf of clients.
Primerio is the South African representative of the ICC’s Fraudnet – a global asset
recovery network with partners strategically position around the world. In conjunction with
Fraudnet, Primerio is able to offer clients a cross border asset recovery solution.
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Regulatory Advice and Bespoke Legal Services
In addition to Primerio’s litigation experience, the Primerio team specializes in various
regulatory ﬁelds including consumer protection, data privacy and environmental laws.
In addition, our team is experienced in several specialist industries including gas and oil,
pharmaceutical, aviation, FMCG, agri-chem, automotive and telecoms.
Combined with our commercial and corporate minded approach to delivering the highest
quality legal advice, the Primerio team is well placed to provide clients with practical
legal solutions.

Transactional Advice, Real Estate and Project Development
Primerio has assisted clients with a variety of commercial and corporate advice in relation
to transactions, restructuring and project development.
With commercially-oriented mindsets, our team strives to deliver effective and pragmatic
advice which is solution orientated.
With our regional hubs situated in South Africa, Mauritius and Kenya, Primerio is
strategically positioned to advise across the Southern and East African jurisdictions
including South Africa, Malawi, Mauritius, Nigeria and Kenya.

Primerio Key Partners
John Oxenham
Director, South Africa
j.oxenham@primerio.international
+27 83 233 0484
John has practiced in the regulatory, commercial and antitrust ﬁelds locally and
across the African region for over 20 years. He has been recognised as a leader in his
ﬁeld for many of these. John represented Business at the OECD as the ﬁrst regional
representative. John has acted in many of the leading antitrust, commercial litigation and
regulatory matters in South Africa and the region. He has been a partner in a major South
African ﬁrm, co-founder of a South African practice and the founder of a Pan-African
legal group. John has consistently been recognised by various leading publications as an
expert in his ﬁeld.

Michael-James Currie
Director, South Africa
m.currie@primerio.international
+27 84 507 7610
Michael-James Currie is a Director of Primerio and co-founder of the Primerio South
African practice. His regulatory and commercial law practice is pan-African and he has
practiced across several countries and regional blocs including Botswana, Egypt, Kenya,
Mauritius, Namibia, Nigeria, South Africa, Eswatini, Tanzania, COMESA and CEMAC,
for the better part of a decade. Mike has consistently been recognised by various
leading publications as an expert in his ﬁeld. In addition to his practice areas, Mike is a
regular speaker and author who has published several joint articles, papers and opinion
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pieces. As an active member of the American Bar Association and the International
Bar Association, Mike’s practice also includes a substantial amount of regulatory work
– particularly in promoting competition law and best practice across Africa. MichaelJames currently serves as the African Regional Representative for the International Bar
Association’s Anti-Corruption Committee.

Andreas Stargard
Director, U.S.
a.stargard@primerio.international
A co-founding senior member of Primerio, Andreas Stargard is legal, strategic, and
business advisor to companies and individuals across the globe. His focus areas
are antitrust and competition advice, white-collar counselling, contract litigation and
negotiation, and resolution of global business disputes, including cartel work, corruption
allegations and internal investigations, intellectual property and distribution issues.
Clients commend him for providing high-quality work product, strict client focus, and
timely, concrete advice that stays on point. He has written and spoken extensively on
business litigation, antitrust and competition-law issues. Andreas also advises clients on
corporate compliance programmes that conform to local as well as global government
standards, and has handled key strategic merger-notiﬁcation issues, including evaluation
of ﬁling requirements, avoidance strategies, cross-jurisdictional cooperation, and the like.
Andreas is a co-editor of the Competition Policy International Africa column.

Fidel Mwaki
In-Country Partner, Kenya
f.mwaki@primerio.international
Fidel Mwaki is a Kenyan-qualiﬁed advocate with extensive knowledge and experience
in real estate and corporate law in Kenya. His practice currently centres on real estate
developments, mergers and acquisitions and commercial transactions. He represents
clients developing multi-use commercial and residential real estate projects including
advising on joint venture arrangements and project documents such as construction
contracts, agency agreements, sale agreements and long-term leases. His corporate
expertise extends to supporting clients seeking to invest capital, assets or expertise
into various sectors of the Kenyan economy, liaising with regulators on approvals and
registration of business transactions such as mergers, capitalisations and reorganisations
and advising on Kenya law requirements.

Gilbert Noël
In-Country Partner, Mauritius
g.noel@primerio.international
Gilbert Noël, the ﬁrm’s lead Mauritius practitioner, is a senior attorney and ﬁnancial
consultant with over 25 years of experience in the ﬁnancial services sector and general
business sector. He practices in areas of company, corporate ﬁnancial services law
and also in litigation, representing clients in some of the most complex transactions and
commercial disputes before the Supreme Court of Mauritius.In 2003, Gilbert became the
adviser to the Minister of Financial Services and Corporate Affairs. He was involved in the
preparation and drafting of relevant legislation.
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Hyacinthe Fansi
In-Country Partner, Cameroon
h.fansi@primerio.international

Mweshi Mutuna
In-Country Partner, Zambia
m.mutuna@primerio.international

Hyacinthe Fansi specialises in corporate, commercial, intellectual property, labour, mining,
dispute resolution and litigation. He has successfully conducted and directly participated
in the handling of many complicated cases of M&A, project ﬁnance agreements and
company restructuring. He has been a member of the Cameroonian Bar since 2011. He
has been recognised by Chambers and Partners as an expert in Cameroonian general
business law. He is also an independent member of Association des amis pour le droit
continental (the Association of Friends for Continental Law).

Mweshi Mutuna is part of Primerio’s Competition team and the ﬁrm’s Zambia lead. She
has represented clients in merger applications, cartel investigations, restrictive businesspractice matters, and general competition law compliance. Mweshi is not only an
experienced antitrust attorney, but has also acted as a commercial lawyer and has been
engaged in litigation and alternative dispute resolution such as mediation and arbitration
in Zambia and the region. She is recognized by clients for providing critical and in-depth
analysis of their legal positions in the context of the broader issues at stake.

Chabo Peo
In-Country Partner, Botswana
c.peo@primerio.international

Carole Svodai Bamu
In-Country Partner, Zimbabwe
c.bamu@primerio.international

Chabo Peo has extensive experience in the drafting and preparation of merger
notiﬁcations, exemption applications and the drafting of legal opinions pertaining to
competition law in Botswana. She has offered comprehensive advice on all corporate
matters relating to formation of business, expansion, ﬁnancing and reorganization.
Chabo also has experience in dealing with all forms of land tenure in Botwana, as well
as successful registration of different forms of security. Through her network, Chabo has
established a practice that is able to service clients effectively and responsively, both
locally and across borders.

Carole is based in Harare Zimbabwe and is a registered Legal Practitioner, Conveyancer
and Notary Public in Zimbabwe. Carole has extensive experience which spans from
Acquisition ﬁnance, Project Finance, Leveraged Finance, Corporate restructures, Debt
restructuring, Exchange Control regulatory work and general Investment advisory. Carole
has handled many complex and high value transactions, including acting as legal advisor
for a multimillion dollar infrastructure bond issuance, conducting legal due diligences
for offshore ﬁnance investors with a speciﬁc interest in Zimbabwe, advising on debt
equity variations and restructuring, and advising on ﬁnancial markets law and legislation
including banking regulation in Zimbabwe.

Ruth Mosoti
In-Country Partner, Kenya
r.mosoti@primerio.international

Track Record and Signiﬁcant Matters
Please see below a few selected examples of matters in which Primerio was involved:

Ruth is the ﬁrm’s managing Kenya partner. Ruth has extensive knowledge and experience
in Competition Law, Restrictive Trade Practices, Taxation, Labour, Civil Litigation and
advising on general regulatory compliance. She previously worked as legal advisor to the
Competition Authority of Kenya (“CAK”), where she participated in the investigation and
analysis of various restrictive trade practices by entities in Kenya.

Successfully advising Conservatorium/Centerbridge in civil proceedings in South Africa
following the Steinhoff share price collapse in what was the largest civil claim instituted in
South Africa.
Representing Takata Corporation before the Competition Tribunal in relation to price ﬁxing
and market allocation complaint referrals.

Rostom Omar
In-Country Partner, Egypt
r.omar@primerio.international
Rostom is a member of the Egyptian Bar Association and lecturer of International
business Law at ESLSCA University. In his senior government role at the Egyptian
Competition Authority, Rostom served as Head of Investigations & Legal Research,
valuable experience as an antitrust enforcer on the continent. Notably, he is also a former
Commissioner of COMESA, serving as Competition Commissioner from 2011- 2015.

Advising parties before the current Judicial Commission of Inquiry headed by Judge
Raymond Zondo into allegations of State Capture.
Representing Oryx Energies before the Competition Tribunal in relation to the South
African Competition Commission’s cylinder deposit investigation.
Assisting international clients in relation to the Competition Commission’s investigation
into the LPG sector, automotive parts sector, milling industry, the oil & gas sector and
motion picture industry.
Advised Premier Foods in the precedent setting ﬁst ever class action damages litigation
for cartel conduct following Premier Foods Limited obtaining the ﬁrst ever ﬁnal immunity
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from prosecution in the much-publicised bread cartel (thus avoiding any antitrust
administrative penalty) and the ongoing civil damages litigation.
Assisted an international non-proﬁt organisation repatriate funds from following fraudulent
wire transfers.

Africa Coverage

Successfully advised parties in obtaining merger approval from the Nigerian Federal
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission in relation to Providence Equity
Partners’ proposed acquisition of Marlink.

Primary contacts
Rostom Omar
In-Country Partner: Egypt
r.omar@primerio.international

Successfully represented Ethos/Brait/Premier FMCG and Lodestone in large merger
proceedings following Premier’s acquisition of the confectionary business, Mister Sweet,
from Lodestone Brands before the competition authorities in South Africa, Eswatini,
Namibia and Botswana.

Hyacinthe Fansi
In-Country Partner, Cameroon
h.fansi@primerio.international

Successfully represented Golar LNG Limited in merger control proceedings before the
Cameroon and CEMAC competition authorities.

Primerio
regional hubs

West and rest of Africa

Andreas Stargard
a.stargard@primerio.international

Successfully advised Monsanto Company in obtaining merger clearance in South Africa,
Kenya, Tanzania and the COMESA region in Bayer AG’s acquisition of Monsanto. This
acquisition was recognized by the GCR Awards as the “Deal of the Year”.

Kenya and East Africa
Location
Kalson Towers, 2nd Floor, The Crescent,
Off Parklands Rd, Nairobi
Primary contacts
Fidel Mwaki
In-Country Partner: Kenya
f.mwaki@primerio.international
Ruth Mosoti
In-Country Partner: Kenya
r.mosoti@primerio.international

Successfully advised Samsung Electronics Company Limited and Harman International
Industries Incorporated in obtaining unconditional merger approval in South Africa.

Nairobi
Kenya

Advocacy and Afﬁliations
South and Southern Africa
As part of our practice, the Primerio team members serve on a number of international
committees and dedicate a signiﬁcant portion of time to advocacy and policy development initiatives on behalf of business. Many result in direct engagement with numerous
senior representatives responsible for broader local and international policy directives.

Location
135 Daisy Street, Sandton,
Johannesburg, 2031
Port Louis
Mauritius

Primary contacts
John Oxenham
j.oxenham@primerio.international
Michael-James Currie
m.currie@primerio.international
Chabo Peo
In-Country Partner, Botswana
c.peo@primerio.international
Carole Svodai Bamu
In-Country Partner, Zimbabwe
c.bamu@primerio.international
Copyright © Primerio 2014-2022
Primerio, Primerio International, Primerio Law Incorporated and Pr1merio are trademarks registered in South Africa. This brochure and the use of the Primerio website does not establish
any attorney-client or other commercial relationship. Information provided in this brochure or on the Primerio website (or on any sites linked to this site) is given without any warranties
of any kind, either express or implied. Any linked sites that are not hosted on primerio.international arenot under the control of Primerio and the ﬁrm is not responsible for their content.
Although this brochure and the Primerio website may provide information concerning potential legal issues, it is not a substitute for legal advice from qualiﬁed counsel. You should not and
are not authorised to rely on the website as a source of legal advice. Unless you have an attorney-client relationship with any member of the ﬁrm, we are not obliged to keep conﬁdential
information you may send us.
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Mweshi Mutuna
In-Country Partner, Zambia
m.mutuna@primerio.international

Johannesburg
South Africa

Mauritius and Indian Ocean
Location
Suite 104, St James Court St,
Denis Street, Port Louis
Primary contact
Gilbert Noël
In-Country Partner: Mauritius
g.noel@primerio.international

www.primerio.international
info@primerio.international
+27 (0)11 083 2411
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